Common Table for Childhood Development & Care Ontario

Background

On Friday, February 4th, 2005, a groundbreaking meeting between provincial stakeholders from the child and family services sector took place in Toronto.  Working together towards a consensus the group drafted a set of recommendations that addressed the future of early childhood development and care in Ontario.

The “Common Table for Childhood Development and care Ontario” as we are now called, unanimously agree that government should put into place a plan that transforms at the same time that it expands Ontario’s patchwork of programs into a single comprehensive early learning and care system of services for children 0 – 12 years.  We also believe that in order to meet the goals of the QUAD principles Ontario’s new system must be:

· High Quality

· A Universal Entitlement

· Inclusive

· Directly Funded

· Expanded in the not-for-profit sector only

The coming together of the Common Table is an important development for the province of Ontario, as this type of collaboration has never happened before.  We feel confident that as a group representing over 95% of this sector we can lend our expertise and resources to government as they prepare to shape the future of children’s services in Ontario.

Resources
1. Recommendations for the future of childhood development and care in Ontario (February 10, 2005)
2. The Common Table Forum on Childhood Development and Care in Ontario
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Members

Association of Early Childhood Educators Ontario

Best Start Resource Centre by Health Nexus
Boys and Girls Clubs of Ontario

Campaign 2000

Child Care Resource & Research Unit

College of Applied Arts & Technology – ECE Coordinators Group

CUPE Ontario

Early Childhood Resource Teachers Network of Ontario

Family Support Institute Ontario

Home Child Care Association of Ontario

L’Association francophone à l’éducation des services à l’enfance de l’Ontario

Middle Childhood Matters Coalition

Ontario Coalition for Better Child Care

Ontario Early Years Centre Provincial Network

Organization for Parent Participation in Child Care and Education Ontario

Rural Voices
