QUALITY ASSURANCE AND PARENTAL CHOICE

(FEBRUARY 1996)

(
The majority of parents surveyed in 1988 indicated that they would prefer to use regulated child care but that barriers exist.


70% 
Indicated that licensed care was unavailable or in short supply.


22% 
Indicated that licensed child care was too expensive.


8%  
Indicated that child care available did not fit their work schedule.

(
Studies point to the fact that there is a lack of accessible, affordable, regulated child care.  This is what parents need.

(
The first requirement for quality is government regulation to ensure minimum standards for healthy, safe and stimulating development for young children.

(
In addition, self-regulation will provide protection for the public against unsafe, unethical and unprofessional practice.  Self-regulation is driven and paid for by the Early Childhood Educator.

(
Accreditation of centres/home-based centres as done by the National Association for the Education of Young Children (NAEYC) will aid families to quickly determine a quality child care arrangement.  This is profession driven and will not require government dollars.

(
Only regulated child care can provide insurance that parents are accessing quality, developmentally appropriate child care that is safe, healthy and stimulating.

You ask the question "How can quality in non-regulated child care exist?"

The answer to this question is that it cannot.

