COLLEGE OF EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATORS

(1995)

A College of Early Childhood Educators is the cornerstone of a child care system that will allow parents the flexibility they need to choose and monitor quality child care for their children.  The only way to ensure quality in child care programs is by proper regulation of both child care settings and the individuals who provide this service.  
Parents need access to licensed settings (either centre-based or home-based) to provide at least minimum standards for safe and stimulating care for their children.  Parents also need registered professionals who are bound by a set of Practice Standards to practice ethically in the classroom.  The College of Early Childhood Educators, like the proposed College of Teachers, will provide a monitoring function to protect the public and maintain high standards of care and education for young children in Ontario.

Minimum government regulation standards (such as the DNA) are a prerequisite for self-regulation and accreditation.

(
The AECEO has been working towards self-regulation for Early Childhood Educators since the early 1980s.

(
Self-regulation would provide for the establishment of a College of Early Childhood Educators that would take over the responsibility for establishing entry standards, standards of practice, complaint and discipline procedures and criteria for continuing competence.

(
Your government has recognized the importance of self-regulation for other professions dealing with young children (eg. College of Teachers).  The AECEO has already completed preliminary work towards a College of Early Childhood Educators at no cost to the government.

(
Your colleagues in the last legislature voted in favour of a private member's resolution (June 1995) calling for self-regulation for Early Childhood Educators.

(
Currently, there are no formal Entry to Practice standards beyond an ECE diploma, degree or its equivalent nor are there established Standards of Practice to define appropriate professional behaviour for Early Childhood Educators in day-to-day situations.  As a result, no structure exists at present to ensure that Early Childhood Educators are held accountable for their professional performance.

(
The Day Nurseries Act regulating child care settings in Ontario outlines only minimum standards for child care.  If families in Ontario are to be guaranteed high quality programs for their children, Early Childhood Educators must be regulated in the same manner as other professionals such as nurses and social workers.

(
The AECEO has taken a leadership role in initiating self-regulation for Early Childhood Educators.  

(
A Working Group has been struck representing approximately 20 key stakeholders in the child care community including professional Early Childhood Educators, parents and other specialists (both anglophone and francophone).  

(
This Spring, focus groups will be held across the province to gather feedback from Early Childhood Educators to provide recommendations for legislation. These recommendations will be the culmination of a five year process that included a feasibility study and consultation.  Our report including recommendations for legislation will be available by June, 1996.
(
Self-regulation for Early Childhood Educators is one issue that all child care groups agree to be necessary to increase the quality of care for young children in this province.

(
Establishing self-regulation for Early Childhood Educators would demonstrate that our politicians are proactive and committed to the prevention of children's problems.

(
The establishment of a self-regulating body for Early Childhood Educators will be cost effective.  Start-up funds will be required to initiate the project, but the College of Early Childhood Educators will be self-funding after one year.

(
Self-regulation for Early Childhood Educators will improve the quality of child care in Ontario.

