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	President’s Message

Welcome everyone to a new and exciting year for the AECEO York Branch. We are looking forward to a number of new and exciting workshops for the coming year!

The current and future status of the Early Childhood Education field is as promising as it has ever been. As more of our educators are becoming aware of how the field is changing, they are taking the necessary steps to meet these changes. This is evident through an increase in the overall branch membership as well as certified members. We intend on making every effort in helping you to keep up to date and informed on the current status of all of the exciting changes taking place in our field.
We look forward to seeing you at upcoming workshops over the course of the year. 

Sincerely yours,

Marisa Giancaspro & Marc Marasco

Co-Presidents AECEO York Branch

College of Early Childhood Educators
The transitional counsel for the College of Early Childhood Educators has advised that packages, including registration information are being assembled at this time and that everyone will be encouraged to start registering later this month. The CECE website should also be up and ready at this time. In the meantime the following link may answer some of your questions regarding the College: http://www.gov.on.ca/children/english/news/facts/STEL02_186781.html
Full Day Early Learning vs. Full Day JK/SK 
What’s the difference? It’s a big one!
ECEs have an exceptionally important role to play in full-day early learning.  Their qualifications, and the specialized skills they offer young children, must not be discounted as we move forward.~ Eduarda Sousa 
Full day kindergarten (jk/sk) is a term typically used by school boards and 
Full Day Early Learning Con’t
represents a  program taught by a certified teacher. Charles Pascal, appointed early learning advisor uses the term ‘Full Day Early Learning’ to represent a more flexible program, one which includes a mix of teachers and early childhood educators in various settings (not just school classrooms). As early childhood educators we should be using the term ‘Full Day Early Learning’ as this encompasses early childhood education. 

This is a critical time for young children in this province and for the ECE profession. Charles Pascal, Special Advisor to the Premier on Full Day Early Learning, has a special website set up to receive public feedback on the issue of full day early learning for four and five-year-olds. As ECEs it is important that we each write Dr. Charles Pascal before the end of August (his request) to address the issues on the table. The AECEO encourages all members to share their feedback with Dr. Pascal to ensure the voices of Early Childhood Educators are heard. To learn more and have your say please visit www.ontario.ca/earlylearning
Professional Development 2008-2009

Stay tuned for some important Professional Development opportunities. Currently we are looking to secure dates for the following topic’s: Full Day Early Learning, Information Session(s) on the benefits of being a member of the AECEO & College of ECE,  as well as a 2 part series workshop with Marlene Green. 
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  Have you moved? Changed email?

To ensure that you are receiving up to date information as it relates to the AECEO please send your updated information to membership executive

Carla Williams c_williams@yahoo.ca
Some important dates to remember:

Week of the Child: October 11-19, 2008

Early Childhood Appreciation Day: October 22, 2008
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